TRAIN THE TEACHER                135
method, the theory and technique of teaching, and the psychology of young minds. Let him take a pride in his profession. Give him a status of dignity,, and leisure and large opportunities for self-improvement and self-culture. The quality of the teacher must set the tone to the teaching. Like other professions in India (excepting law), the teaching profession is largely merged in the services. The question of the educational services has been raised and examined more than once, and many valuable reforms have been initiated. But it must not by any means be supposed that the last word on the subject has been said, Every scheme of reorganisation raises fresh problems to be dealt with. The distinction between the Imperial and Provincial Services leads to some heart-burnings. The ideal system will be that which will attract the best minds of the country into the educational field, where there ought to be abundant opportunities for sowing good seed and reaping a rich harvest.
The residential system has been brought into great prominence during recent educational controversies, and, so far, nothing but good has come out of the discussion. But in order to render it perfectly efficient, it will be necessary for the authorities to take the lives of the students completely into their charge, and mould them according to the educational ideals which are already in the air. Any half-hearted system of residence, in which there is no discipline as to